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Lyman et al.: Book Review

BOOK REVIEWS

Adler, C.S. Good-Bye Pink Pig. G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1985. ISBN 0-399-21282-5. $13 .95.
176p.
A
4+

Fict

This book sneaks up on you . At first exposure a story about a shy little girl who talks to
a pink quartz pig the size of a lima bean and periodically enters a make believe world
inhabited by her collection of miniatures does not seem particularly appealing--believable
neither as fantasy nor reality. It takes a few pages to realize that the book is not meant to
be fantasy but is the tale of a disturbed child who escapes into a make-believe world to avoid
the realities of her life. But Amanda is not the only escapist in the book. Her mother has
also fabricated a make believe existence centered on her hopes for her teen-age son whom she
firmly believes will attend an ivy league college on an athletic scholarship. One of the few
really stable characters is Amanda's grandmother, the custodian at Amanda's middle school.
It is Grandmother Pearly who helps Amanda come to terms with reality and say good-bye to
the little world. Though most children will not be able to identify with the severity of
Amanda's emotional disturbance, her shyness, difficulty in adjusting to a new school and
estrangement from her mother are more universal. Amanda does seem very young for middle
school but her immaturity helps make the story work.--Lovisa Lyman
Baylor, Byrd. I'm in Charge of Celebrations. l11ustrated by Peter Parnall. Scribners, 1986.
ISBN 0-684-18579-2. $13.95. Unpaginated.

A

2-6
Nonfict

A
5-7
Fict

Byrd Baylor lives all by herself in the desert, just north of the Mexican border in an adobe
house built to her specifications without electricity. She lets the sun warm the water in her
outdoor bathtub . She has existed in cities, like Washington, D. C., but she lives in the
desert. If those who pity her read her latest book, they will discover that every year she has
108 celebrations "besides the ones that they close school for." She tells of September 28,
Coyote Day, when she and a young coyote shared an unhurried and unafraid communion.
Now, they partake of a feast in that same place and on that same day although they don't see
one another anymore. Rainbow Celebration Day (August 9) is another holiday originally
shared with an animal, a jackrabbit, but now she observes it alone. Other celebrations
include Dust Devil Day (March 11), The Time of Falling Stars (a week in the middle of
August), and New Year's (a Saturday around the end of April). At the end of this book, those
who pitied her life of solitude have the uneasy feeling that they are missing out.
Byrd and Pamall have collaborated on six other very successful books which celebrate life
with lean poetry and sparse line drawings. None awakens the mind and causes the heart to
sing better than this.-Jim Jacobs
Beatty, Patricia. The Coach that Never Came. William Morrow and Co., Inc., 1985.
ISBN 0-688-05477-3. $10.25 . 16Op.
Paul spends a summer with his grandmother in Colorado. He is disappointed because he
had wanted to go to Eruope with his mother and step father. The summer turned out to be
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more interesting than he expected. The library's summer reading program in that small town
in Colorado led him into a search of the state's history to find out about a heart-shaped belt
buckle and a relative who had once owned it. His research uncovered an old tale about a
missing stage coach that had disappeared and had never been found.
Mrs. Beatty, who has written many popular and prize winning books, has used true
incidents in America's past as a basis for this story. She has combined her love of history
with mystery. The plot is action packed and is filled with suspense. This will keep the
reader interested.
Her characters are vividly portrayed and come alive for the reader.--Catherine Bowles
Bond, Nancy. A Place to Come Back To . Atheneum, 1984. ISBN 0-689-50302-4. $12.94.
187p.
In this companion story to The Best of Enemies, changes come to the happy quartet of
Charlotte, Oliver and the Schuylers, Andy and Kath . First, there is the subtle change of
feelings and relationships in the group that cannot be easily admitted. Then, Oliver's greatuncle, Commodore Sam Shattuck, suddenly dies after Christmas holid ays and Oliver's whole
life, which had been pretty well splintered by the divorce of his indifferent father and his
mother's quickly re-marriage, and beginning to mend somewhat by the Commodore's love and
the friends he'd found in Concord, was floundering again. Charlotte was the only friend he
could tum to and she finds herself trying to stretch up tall in order to offer him at least a
little support. Nancy Bond creates a vivid and memorable story every time.--Carol V. Oaks

A+
7+
Fict

Burningham, John . Granpa. Crown, 1984. ISBN 051755643X. $8.95. Unpaginated .
In sparse prose, Burningham defines the undefinable closeness between youth and age.
Supporting the interchange of comment from child and old man with bright imaginative
sketches in his recognizable artistic shorthand, he makes clearly evident the joy of knowing
someone older/younger who thinks like you do--and loves you.

A

Pre-2
Fict

The wordlessness of sorrow, shown by the empty armchair in the closing pages, is almost
unendurable, but the mood is lifted as the process begins again and the child becomes the
older on the last page.-Janet Francis
Caines, Jeannette. Chilly Stomach. Illustrated by Pat Cummings. Harper & Row, 1986.
ISBN 0-D6-020977-1. $11.89 . Unpaginated.
Sometimes, a child harbors her bad feelings about something because it is frightening to
tell anyone. This is what Sandy does when her Uncle Jim comes to visit each week. She
gets a "chilly stomach" whenever he hugs or kisses her. Her best friend Jill has an uncle
who she plays with, and she doesn't get a funny feeling about him, like Sandy does about
Uncle Jim. Sandy is afraid to tell her parents, but one night she tells Jill. Sandy feels
better, and even though she is still scared, decides to tell her mom and dad .
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In this easy-reading story, Jeannette Cains has addressed a childhood fear in a gentle,
simple way, and offers a solution that many children can understand . Pat Cummings soft,
pastel illustrations follow the mood set by Caines and enhance the lesson on communication
that is taught in this book. I would recommend Chilly Stomach to young children as a story
that they may relate to, and to their parents, because sometimes grownups need to be
reminded of how their children feel.--Marva Lynn Andersen
Christian, Mary Blount. Growin' Pains. Macmillan Publishers Company, 1985.
ISBN 0-02-718490-0. $11.95. 179p.
A
5+

Fict

Ginny Ruth Grover hates Clemmons. Texas. She hates the dusty monotonous landscape,
the postwar poverty of 1948 and life with an unimaginative mother who can't recognize the
deeper needs of a twelve-year-old. But Mr. Billy can. Though his movement and speech are
halting and he is the brunt of unkindness among many children, he is mentally alert and
sensitive and he becomes Ginny Ruth's friend. He encourages her writing and listens to her
complaints.
Growin' Pains is a much better-than-average girl-grows-up. Ginny Ruth is not a goody-two
shoes. She freely expresses her negative feelings about herself and others and at one point
joins friends who are making fun of Mr. Billy. Other characters are equally fleshed out. And,
there are no automatic solutions to the problems in the story--the absent father, the estranged
maternal grandparents, Ginny Ruth's relationships with friends and her mother.
Christian eams our trust in her skill as a writer as she weaves a believable story about real
people.-Lovisa Lyman
Christian, Mary Blount. Sebastian (Super Sleuth) and the Purloined Sirloin. lllustrated by Lisa
McCue. Macmillan, 1986. ISBN 0-02-1781O-X . $9.95. S8p.

A

2+
Fict

This is my first meeting with Sebastian, the hairy dog detective, and it was such a pleasant
encounter that I bought more of his adventures for my children. The reading level is easy
enough for a second grader. The books are short, the type face large and the illustrations
clever. Christian doesn't just write early readers but the Sebastian books are excellent
examples of the genre.
Sebastian's master is police detective John Quincy Jones. In this story, Jones has just
bought a newly refurbished car to replace his old clunker. To celebrate, he buys Sebastian a
steak for dinner. On the way home they stop to show the car to Jones' girlfriend. While
they are inside the house, the car--and steak--are stolen. Sebastian isn't nearly as concerned
about the car as he is about the steak, but he decides to take on the case. As Jones' silent
partner, he has to be a doubly-clever detective. He not only has to find the clues but help
Hones to find them as well. Imagine his frustration when, at the scene of a crime, he finds a
match book passed over by the human detectives. He moves the match book to a more
obvious location only to have it passed over again. He has to move it once more before it is
finally spotted. Naturally, when the crime is solved, none of the credit goes to the
dog.-Lovisa Lyman
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Ciardi, John. Doodle Soup. Illustrated by Merle Nacht. Houghton Mifflin, 1985.
ISBN 0-395-38395-1. $11.95. 64p.

Studies indicate that children like humorous poetry and John Ciardi has provided 38 poems
for them filled with nonsense and fun. The subjects of these verses are varied: lessons in
manners, the new baby, about tigers, doing a good deed and pennies from heaven are a few of
them.

A
2-7
Poetry

The poem Fizzing has alliteration which children love, and made-up words which are fun.

"It snew all night. By the next noon/ Eleven feet of sney ha I snoon."

The illustrations are in black and white. They are funny, sketchy drawings which capture
the mood of the poems.--Catherine Bowles
Ethridge, Kenneth E. Toothpick.

Holiday House, 1985. ISBN 0-8234-0585-0. $10.95. 128p.

Being the skinniest boy in the whole high school isn't easy for Jamie Almont. In fact, a
lot of things aren't easy for him, like algebra and talking to Ginger Gregson, the most
popular girl in the school. "Needle," as Jamie's friends tease him, tolerates these problems,
including his nickname, until one day a new girl, even thinner than he, moves into town.
When his friends cruelly lable her "Toothpick," he feels a comradship with her, especially
because she is so optimistic and good-natured. Under Toothpick's influence, Jamie learns to
shake off his shyness, stand up for his convictions and, at the same time, begins to wonder
about the ideals and rudeness of his social crowd. As Jamie's life takes a turn for the better,
Toothpick, who has a terminal illness, takes a turn for the worse.

A+

7-12
Fict

In his touching first novel, Kenneth Ethridge, a high-school teacher, captures some of the
pressures, growth and romance of teen-age years. In combining the feelings of inferiority
with the strong urges of youth, his audience is able to identify with Jamie and his friends in
an entertaining, yet realistic way. One of the devices Ethridge uses is common language and
believable teen-age nicknames, like Toothpick. I enjoyed Toothpick and would highly
recommend it, especially to young adolescents who are struggling to find themselves in a
crowd.--Marva Lynn Andersen
Cohen, Barbara. Coasting. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1985. ISBN 0-688-05849-3.
$10.25. 169p.
Overweight New Yorker Maddy meets handsome Californian Metz when they are both
counselors at a children's summer camp. Metz dates Maddy's pretty friend while Maddy longs
for him to discover her inner beauty. They part at summer's end as friends. A few weeks
later, Metz decides to impose on the friendship and goes to New York to stay with Maddy
while he looks for a job. She welcomes him hoping that a romance will develop. Though
she has lost weight, Metz still views her as someone to be used. He sleeps on the floor in
her apartment, eats her food, borrows money and generally coasts along until Maddy gets fed
up and tells him to leave. For several months, they don't see each other. During that time
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Metz becomes directed and responsible and Maddy becomes more attractive. At Christmas
time they discover each other anew.
The dymanics of the relationship sometimes ring true, but not often enough . The writing
is mediocre. Overweight, teenage girls are the most likely audience.-Lovisa Lyman
Fox, Paula. The Moonlight Man.
179p .
A+
8+
Fict

Bradbury Press, 1986.

ISBN 0-02-73548-0-6.

$12.95.

Catherine's father is a devoted traveller of the world. When she was thirteen he taught her
to drive during a brief few days he spent with her; now, at fifteen, she has beep oveIjoyed by
his promise that they would spend the summer together. Joy fades during the three weeks
after school is out, waiting alone at the school to hear from him. Madame Soule is on the
brink of phoning Catherine's mother in Europe when he finally calls, sets a day for his
arrival and promises they will spend a month in a little house by the sea. He will be there to
pick her up when she follow his instructions and travels to where he is, by the sea.
From the first evening, when she finds herself driving three drunks home from their
drinking bout--one of them her father--to the days spent by the sea, exploring the new world
of knowledge of sea and sky and beautiful places all over the world with her fascinating,
charmingly sober--half sober father, Catherine learns what a roller-coaster life can be. In
Paula Fox's perceptive, magical prose, one understands the process of growing up, of learning
of the truces one must make with dear people who do not meet our needs fully, of reaching a
firm ground where we ourselves may stand with parents, friends, or anyone we \earn to love-not dependent upon them in frailty, but loving them anyway .--Carol V. Oaks
Garfield, Leon. The King in the Garden. Illustrated by Michael Bragg. Lothrop, Lee and
Shepard, 1984. ISBN 0-688-04106-X. $11.75. Unpaginated.

A

K-5
Fict

Leon Garfield has run the course of juvenile literature in his writing, always commanding
respect and readers by his craftsmanship and imagination. The King in the Garden moves
into a field more untried than most, until very recently, as he tells in a picture book format a
brief, dramatic text from the Bible.
King Nebuchadnezzar is warned in a dream that he will be cast from his throne and live as a
beast for seven years, eating grass, sleeping among the aminals and having the heart of a
beast. Abigail finds the King, shaggy and wild-eyed, in her garden at the end of his madness.
In literarily typical, feminine fashion, she scolds, washes and clips him back to civilization
(to find that no one has missed him) . Garfield's license with the scriptures is not offensive
and Nebuchadnezzar's recognition of the purpose of his trial: "A king may leave his
kingdom, even for seven long years, and nobody need notice that he isn't there; but if God
leaves a man, even for a single minute, all the world sees that he's become less that a beast!"
satisfies even the most stringent theology. There'll be no Sunday School yawning with this
one at hand!-Janet Francis
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Gerstein, Mordicai. The Seal Mother. Dial, 1986. ISBN 0-8037-030203. $10.95.
Unpaginated.
On Midsummer's Eve, a young fisherman watched in fascination as a seal climbed onto a
rock, shed its skin and then became a beautiful woman who danced in the moonlight. He fell
instantly in love. By hiding her skin, he tricked the beauty into marrying him. Years later,
their son learned of the bargain and helped his mother regain her skin. She took him to meet
his undersea family but only to visit. Yet he was welcome to return often to visit his ocean
relatives to laugh, sing and dance with them, and did so even as he grew and had a family of
his own to accompany him.
Magic is woven into both the words and watercolors of this haunting seal tale. The Seal
Mother is not co=only found in folktale collections for children--perhaps due to the
indefinite ending; perhaps because of the father's unresolvable grief as a consequence of his
having tricked his bride. But this retelling is laced with love, compassion and magic, both
in words and watercolors. The result is a pleasurable and haunting tale which deserves a place
with the best of the old stories.-Jim Jacobs

A
K-3
Fict

Haley, Gail E. Jack and the Beanstalk. Crown, 1986. ISBN 0-517-55717-7. $12.95.
Unpaginated.
Any student of Smoky Mountain folklore knows that much of it came with the original
immigrants by way of England, and the origins of Jack and the Beanstalk claim obvious
kinship to Joseph Jacobs, ( a collector of English folktales), but the resemblance (as the
language) does not interfere with the creativity of the translation! This Jack is no wandering
du=y, throwing away his meager heritage for a handful of beans. He is beguiled by a man
who knows magic, and to the end of the story, he is his own man--not always moral in
precept (those things did, after all, belong to the giant), but always true to himself.

*

all
Fict

As always, Gail Haley knows whereof she writes and paints, and the lushness of Jack's
world belies the paucity of his menu. The giants would be frightening in the controlled
luridness of their detail to any other generation; with this one they will knock the Saturday
morning cartoons three ways to Sunday. This is a must for all libraries--get more than one
copy!-J anet Francis
Hanhart, Brigitte. Shoemaker Martin . Illustrated by Bernadette Watts. North-South Books
(Henry Holt), 1986. ISBN 0-8050-0040-2. $12.95. Unpaginated.
Based on a story by Leo Tolstoy, Martin the shoemaker is an honest, hard-working
craftsman who reads the Bible before bed. After reading of the rich man who invited Christ
into his home, Martin wondered what he would do if Jesus visited him. During the next day
he invited five people into his shop: a street sweeper to warm himself by the fire, a young
mother and her child for some hot soup; and a market woman and the boy thief she was
beating for stealing one of her apples. That night during his Bible reading, Martin was
shown that Christ lwl visited him in the form of the five people that very day and each time,
Martin had taken Him in.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol7/iss2/3
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The adaptation of Tolstoy's story is true to the original and this translation, from the
German picture book, where Hanhart's reworking first appeared, reads solidly and smoothly.
The illustrations retain their European flavor and are warm and inviting. Altogether, a simple
and very satisfying book.-Jim Jacobs
Hilton, Suzanne. The World of Young Tom Jefferson. Illustrated by William Sauts Bock.
Walker and Co., 1986. ISBN 0-8027-<i621-8. $12.95. 92p.
A
4-7
Biog

Bright, sometimes devious, youthful Tom Jefferson comes alive along with his Virginia
plantation world in this historical biography. Award winning Suzanne Hilton worked from
original sources to select details relating directly to young readers' interests. Unfortunately, a
bibliography is not included as documentation; instead, the author acknowledges several
eastern libraries whose staffs helped with research. Careful attention is given to descriptions
of those aspects of daily life interesting to children. Some selected details invite the reader's
comparison with modem times: "nooning" instead of having lunch, playing "checks" with
peach stones, having hurtle berry-throwing wars and playing with clay marbles . Detailed line
drawings enhance the colonial feel of the text. Since Tom's difficulties, as well as strengths,
are discussed, a young reader may more easily relate to him. Situations revealing Tom's
difficulty in expressing himself verbally at school could be used in the social science area in
addition to more obvious historical and literary usage.-Irene Halliday
Holl, Kristi D. The Rose Beyond the Wall. Atheneum, 1985. ISBN O-<i89-31159-8.

A
8+

Fict

154p.

One afternoon, on her way home from junior high school, Rachel Lincoln drops in at her
grandmother's house for her weekly cooking lesson. Anxious to spend the afternoon with
Grandma P., Rachel is surprised to find her in the bathroom, doubled up in pain. So begins
the long ordeal for both grandmother and granddaughter as they confront the dread cancer.
Rachel becomes the only one with whom Grandma can discuss her impending death and
Rachel goes through tears, denial and finally, acceptance. To help Rachel understand the part
that death plays in life, many wonderful parallels are drawn between death and everyday
objects, the most lasting being the rose that climbs through the hole in the rock wall toward
the little glimmer of light only to grow stronger and more lovely on the other side.
The characters are real, from Rachel's mother's continual eating of potato chips as a
nervous response as she tries to deal with her mother's impending death, to the feeling of
loneliness that Rachel experiences in knowing thart Jim, her best friend, is growing away
from her as he struggles to find himself.
This book is excellent for any young adult who is struggling to understand the long-term
illness and death of anyone that they are close to. Kristi Holl does not lecture or present
solutions in a didactic matter. Rather, she presents her characters living through the trying
experiences, with warmth and love and great insight. I highly recommend this book to
anyone who needs to understand why. Be prepared to shed a few tears.--Helen Hoopes
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Hopkins, Lee Benentt. The Sea is Calling Me . Illustrated by Walter Gaffney. Kessel, Harcourt,
Brace, Jovanovich, 1986. ISBN 0-15-271155-4 . $14.95 . 32p.
This collection of 21 poems, from old-favorite poets and delightful newcomers, brings the
beauty and flavor of the sea to everyone, .even those far from the sea. There are poems about
surf riders, sand, sea shells, birds and other creatures nf the coasts of the sea.
There are powerful words that paint vivid pictures, for example "wrinkle," "splinter" and
"breathes" in the poem UnJil I Saw the Sea, by Lillian Moore.

A
all ages
Poetry

There are metaphors that are understandable. In Song for a Surf Rider, Sarah Van Alstyne
Allen says "I ride the horse that is the sea.! His mane of foam flows wild and free.! His eyes
flash with an emerald fire.! His mighty heart will never tire."
Some poems lend themselves to dramatization. Children will love to walk the way
creatures walk as expressed in At the Beach by Sandra Liatsos.
The artist, with his use of blue, black and white, creates real pictures of the sea. His use of
action and detail makes these poems come alive as they picture different aspects of the sea.-Catherine Bowles
Klass, David. The Atami Dragons. Scribner's, 1984. ISBN 0-684-18223-8. $12.95.

134p.

The Alami Dragons has an interesting premise and might have been a good story were it
not cliche-ridden and predictable. Jerry "Boomer" Sanders, home-run hitting first baseman for
the Midland Rats , is looking forward to a great season when his father, recently widowed,
decides to accept summer employment in Japan. The rest of the book details Jerry's
adventures on a Japanese high-school baseball team--the Atami Dragons--and his family's
coming to terms (in a mystical experience on Mount Fuji) with his mother's death . Jerry
himself is slightly too good to be true, many opportunities for a really interesting look at
differences in Japanese and American cultures are glossed over, and the story is too neatly
arranged (The regular Dragons' first baseman has a conveniently broken leg and, yes, a twoaway, two-strike, ninth-inning home run figures into the climactic game.). I believe The
Atami Dragons was meant to be a young adult novel, but is seems too fifty ish for today's
teenagers. In some ways it was nice to read a wholesome, old-fashioned sports novel, but I
would recommend this book be puchased for elementary schools rather than for the more
sophisticated junior high school crowd.-Laura Wadley

C
4-7
Fict

Kushner, Donn. Uncle Jacob's Ghost Story . Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 1986. ISBN 85-14124.
$12.95. 132p.
Donn Kushner's Uncle Jacob's Ghost Story is an interesting evocation of the turn-of-thecentury lives of Eastern European Jews, both in the Old Country and in New York City. The
book is also charged with the mystical elements of Judaism, counterpointing the scientific
and spiritual minds throughout the book. I really enjoyed reading this book--the story of
Uncle Jacob whose two best friends die in Poland but reappear to him in America in the
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bodies of mannequins stolen from Macy's. The main problem with the book is that it is
really more a memoir than a story--the lovely atmosphere doesn't clearly lead anywhere in the
sense that a child or young teenager reading the book could follow. For that reason, I think
this book would have limited appeal to children and teenagers, though adults will probably
enjoy it.-Laura Wadley
Kuskin, Karla. The Dallas Titans Get Ready for Bed. lJustrated by Marc Simont. Harper, 1986.
ISBN 0-06-023562-4. Lib bdg 0-06-02356-2. $11.89. 42 pages.
A

1-4
Fict

\

Kuskin's look at football begins when the game ends. The Dallas Titans swarm into their
locker room. Also squeezing in are the equipment man, two doctors (one for bones and one
for everything else), the trainer, assorted assistants, the owner, reporters, photographers, and
a host of other hangers-on. Kuskin tells the highlights of what happens from this point
until the last one out of the locker room switches off the lights. She includes the after-game
speeches, the unraveling of bandages, the laundry, the new aches and pains, the general mess
on the floor, and the kinds of clothes the players wear into civilian life.
Reminiscent of her delightful The Philharmonic Gets Dressed, Kuskin's eye sees details and
provides a behind-the-scenes overview loaded with facts but avoiding any instructional flavor.
She is fresh, taking her task but not herself or her football team seriously. Those who have
lived the post game ritual can skip this one. But those who have never worn rib pads or cut
through the layers of tape linemen use to strengthen their forearms are in for a good
time.-lim Jacobs

J

Law, Felicia. Darwin and the Voyage of the Beagle. l11ustrated by Judy Brook. Andre Deutsch,
1985. ISBN 0-233-97482-2. $12.95. 95p.

A

3+

Nonfict

Charles Darwin is given life and interest for youngsters in this fictional account of his
voyage with the Beagle and of the scientific break-throughs he made in the study of the
history of the earth. The story is lively, and made even more so by its excellent
illustrations. Another plus is the good glimpses youngsters will get of beginning marine
bilolgy, entomolgy and the making of maps; and dinosaur-lovers can pick up some
fascinating basic understanding in it. It is loaded with interesting facts.-Carol V. Oaks
Lobel, Arnold. The Random House Book of Mother Goose. Random House, 1986. ISBN 0-39
96799-2. $14.95. 176 pages.

A

Pre-3
Poetry

Still another Mother Goose? Haven't we enough?
Perhaps now. Lobel has included a few plusses with his collection worth a second look.
Breadth, He has 306 rhymes, many new to the reader of other collections.
Variety. Sometimes one rhyme is on a page with a large picture. Other times, a longer
rhyme is spread out with lots of smaller pictures with the art and the text marching through
the experience together. Other times, he puts different rhymes on the same page. But hardly
ever does one page look anything like another.
Whimsy Erase the name of the artist and anyone familiar with Lobel's paintbox can guess
who was behind that pen and color pot. His exhuberant style adds to the natural exhuberance
of the nursery rhyme.
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Yes, the world certainly has room for another Mother Goose. The question to ask is, "How
come it took so long for such a natural marriage to happen ?"-Jim Jacobs
Mahy, Margaret. The Man Whose Mother was a Pirate. Pictures by Margaret Chamberlain.
Viking, 1986. ISBN 0670810703. $9 .95. 26p.
This is one of Margaret Mahy's first published stories, and a delightful one it is . Sam's
mother was longing for the sight of the sea again and to breathe the sea air. Sam, who had
never been out of the smoky city, couldn't really understand such aspirations; however, he
loved his mother, so he asked for a vacation from k.eeping books. It was granted only when
his boss heard that his mother had once been a pirate. They set off, the little man pushing
his mother in the wheelbarrow. The lively tale is spun through various adventures, until:
"Suddenly they came over the hill. Suddenly there was the sea." And suddenly, there it is!
Margaret Chamberlain's pictures are delightful and so is the sea air that rides with the wind in
those last pictures and words.--Carol V. Oaks

A

Pre-4
PB
Fict

Marshall, James. Yummers Too: The Second Course. Houghton Mifflin, 1986.
ISBN 0395389909. $12.95. 32p .
This is the next, the third, in the chronicle of Emily Pig and her friend Eugene who first
appeared in the unforgettable Yummers! and in What's the Maller with Carruthers? Emily Pig
has a hard day, full of the troubles brought on through heavy choices between her ideal
behavior and the irresistable delight of "Pigging out." It's not as delicious a tale as
Yummers, but it will be warmly welcome; is not a picture book by James Marshall almost
always irresistable anyhow?--Carol V. Oaks

A-

Pre-3
PB
Fict

Menotti, Gian Carlo. Amahl and the Night Visitors. Illustrated by Michele Lemieux. Morrow,
1986. ISBN 0-688-05426-9. $15.00. 64p.
The story of Amahl was first performed in drama and music in 1951. This prose adaptation
retells well the tale of the poor widow and her crippled son who are visited in their desert tent
by the three kings following a star.
The watercolor art brings life and adds depth to the story, complemented by brown tones of
the desert on the cover and endpapers. A satisfying book both visually and
verbally .-J im J aco bs
Mirriam, Eve. Blackberry Ink. Illustrated by Hans Wilhelm. William Morrow and Co. 1985.
ISBN 0-688-04150--7. $10.25. 40p.
The young child will be delighted with the rhythmical nonsense of these verses. These
rhymes will be chanted because of the rhythm and repetition; for example:
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"Swish, swash
Washing machine
Swish, swash
Make it clean."
or
"I have a little dog
And his name is Fetch,
Fetch my slippers
Fetch my socks
Fetch my rocker
And my music box."
Some of the verses are similar to those appearing in other collections by the same poet.
''I'm sweet
Says the beet
I'm boss
Says the sauce
Oh, no
Says the dough
I'm mean
Says the bean."
The colorful illustrations are hapy and full of fun . They add to the sheer nonsense of the
verses.-Catherine Bowles
Olney, Ross R. and Patricia J. Up Against the Law: Your Legal Rights as a Minor. E. P.
Dutton, 1985. ISBN 0-525-66781-4 . $12.95. J32p.
A

9-12
Nonfict

Must a minor abide by a contract he or she signs if they do not want to? Can school
authorities search a student's locker? What happens when a minor is arrested? What rights
d.2ll a minor have? Ross Olney, author of several children's books and his wife, Particia, a
lawyer, answer these questions in their new book. The clear, accurate text includes examples
from actual court decisions and fictional situations. A glossary provides definitions of
important legal terms. Organizations offering legal aid are listed in an appendix. Few young
adults will read this book clear through because it sounds too much like a lawyer talking;
however, it would make an excellent reference tool. The index provides adequate access to
pertinent topics. Despite some minor editorial errors, this book provides something not
found elsewhere--information about minor's rights intended for minors .- Tamara Roundy
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O'Shea, Pat. The Hounds of the Morrigan.
$15.95. 469p.
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Holiday House, 1985. ISBN 08234-0595-8 .

"Rising up into the air, they took to the sky and flew . From west and beyond west, into
the wind and through it, they came past counLless moons and suns. One laughed and briefly
wore a scarf of raindrops in her hair, and then with wicked feet she kicked a cloud and caused
rain to swamp a boat." (Pologue)

A
12+
Fict

Almost equalling the discovery of gold, the discovery of a gifted fantasy writer warms the
heart and whets the mind of an elated reader. No science fiction jargon, no contrived
disasters, no convoluted probing of the inner meaning of ancient mythology can bring the
same joy that finding an author who may know all of the above, but sets them at low priority
in favor of humor, character development and reverence for a tale worth telling, well told.
Pidge is an ordinary Irish youngster, finishing up a pleasant trip to town with a stop-in at
a new old books shop where he sets in motion the three weird ones and a quest that will prod
him and his irrepressible younger sister, Brigit, crisscross over Ireland's mythological
kingdoms to search out three drops of portentous blood. "Ho, hum, another quest, " you
yawn? Not so fast! I'll wager you can't remember the last one where the bad guys (in this
case female) summon a houseful of furniture from a department store far away and bring it
flying through a summer sky followed by an excited Irish constable bicycling after it. Or a
sturdy, wee heroine who wishes mightily to bite a lump out of the leg of the wicked fury who
bedevils her.
Fraught with one intriguing encounter after another, O'Shea's book is painted with careful
craftsmanship and knowledge, with love and impressive magic translated into a commonplace
world of bread, milk and county fairs . It isn't often that a quest book holds with such
uninterrupted intrerest that a sigh greets its end, or makes a jaded reader consulL the glossary
regularly. When it does, this jaded reader shouts Huzza--make way for the Hounds--and long
may they bay !-J anet Francis
Pryor, Bonnie. Grandpa Bear. lllustrated by Bruce Degen. Morrow Junior Books, 1985 .
ISBN 0-688-D4552-9. $11.75. Unpaginated.
A series of stories telling about Samantha Bear who is in that in-between-age when
Grandpa Bear comes to live with the bear family. She is too big to be the baby and too lillie
to be a welcome companion to her older brother. Grandpa tells her she is just the right size
to go on adventures with him.
The first story tells of a make believe journey to the moon enlivened by the now interested
older brother who is willing to help the moon explorers eat their sandwiches, and by the fact
that Grandpa Bear allows Samantha to eat cake first. In answer to Samantha's question about
his first wrinkles, Grandpa tells story two of taming dragons in the days of long ago . In the
next story, Grandpa shows Samantha how to grow a garden in one's imagination--with eyes
closed sitting in a rocking chair. In the final story, he provides sympathy when Samantha is
sent to bed for hitting the baby.
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These stories, told with gentle humor, let the "child bear" know that you're always the
right size to someone, especially grandpas. Degen's illustrations add color and humor to the
bear duo as they travel to the moon, tame vivid green and purple dragons and blissfully lean
back in their rocking chairs to grow hundreds of marigolds, roses, tulips and petunias--in
their imaginations.-Lillian Heil
Robinson, Nancy K. Oh Honestly, Angela! Scholastic, 1985. ISBN5.0-590-32983-9.
114p.
B

2

Fict

59 .9

This is the second book by Robinson about the Steele children. I haven't rea(l the first,
but didn't need to to understand this one and didn't want to after finishing it.
Not that the book doesn't have some good moments. One of them is when little Angela
does the grocery shopping by herself and takes home cat food instead of tuna fish. Another
is when older sister Tina tries to impress her friend 's wealthy parents by ordering eel at a
restaurant. And there are some heart-warming moments like when Tina volunteers to adopt a
needy child and when Angela mistakes a collection for the poor at school for show and tell
and ends up giving away her favorite toy. But the good moments are outweighed by the silly
mediocre ones. Still there are young readers who will like it.-Lovisa Lyman
Sefton, Catherine. Island of the Strangers. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1985.
ISBN
. 0-15-239100-2. 512 .95
118p.

B
5.;-

Fiction

Somewhere in the world of literature, there must be city children and coast children who can
co-exist--maybe even become friends, but Ballyhannis is not the place. When Mr. Brennan
brings a busload of city kids out on a nature study to camp on the haunting Island of
Strangers (so named for the early Spaniards hidden there), the kids of Ballyhannis are only
moments away from being ready for them.
Told by young Nora Mullan who battles the antagonism on both sides, the story seems
more like an outline, with few details to soften the corners or explain the questions.
Brendan Egg, seventeen and idle, seems to spearhead the action and leads the mischief-bent
group out to the island in the dark; but when Nora has to follow her younger brother, Brendan
is caught in the backfire of his violence and Nora saves him at some cost.
Undoubtedly, Nora, like those brave Irish housewives who are marshalling the forces of
peace against the IRA and company, is a real herione. But her principles are the only real
thing about her. Neither her desolate need for understanding at home, nor her courage in the
face of terror remain when the book is closed.
A good idea and a plausible plot, but this story needs flesh and bone.-Janet Francis
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Service, Pamela F. Winter of Magic's Return.
$14.95. 192p.

19

Atheneum, 1985. ISBN 0-689-31139-3.

The time is 500 years after the nuclear holocaust. The place, an exclusive private school
in Engalnd. What's left of the world is swathed in perpetual winter. Humanoids are divided
between swarthy human beings and mutants. Among the human beings are three students:
Heather--homely, rejected by her unloving family, and teased by her classmates; Welly-bespeckled, unathletic, and shy; and Earl, mysterious survivor of a destroyed city and the
charity case at the school. The three are drawn together by loneliness and their curiosity
about the world outside the school walls. On their frequent jaunts, they discover that the
world is making a modest comeback as more plants and animals are visible. They also
discover that Earl is not just another child when a beautiful and wicked woman pursues and
tries to destroy him. Then a fall restores his lost memory of the past and he knows he is
Merlin and SHE is Morgan, come to rule the world with no Arthur to contest her supremacy.
The world looks to be an easy target, divided as it is among zealous feudal lords and kings.
The threesome take up the gauntlet and swear to bring Arthur back or die trying.

B
5+

Fict

I wasn't prepared for the switch to fantasy. In fact, I would have preferred to have seen
more of the "real" post holocaust world. Some readers will like the fantasy, though, and it
could lead them to delve into the Arthurian tales.--Lovisa Lyman
Van Allsburg, Chris. The Stranger. Houghton Mifflin, 1986. ISBN 0-395-42331-7. $15.95.
Unpaginated.
Driving home, Farmer Bailey hits a man with his pickup. The victim is dressed strangely,
doesn't speak and can't seem to remember who he is. The farmer takes him home and the
doctor diagnoses amnesia. The stranger fits in nicely with the family, learns to help in the
fields and seems to enjoy himself. It is only when he notices the green trees around the
Bailey farm and southward, and sees the others to the north have turned gold and orange, that
he shows any signs of attempting to put the pieces together. The next day, he blows on a
green leaf, turning it brown. Then he dresses in his old clothes and leaves the Baileys. But
every autumn, when the leaves change overnight, etched on the farmhouse windows are the
wnrds, "See you next fall."
The overriding impressinn of this book is "quality." The art is magnificent, the text
polished, the binding splendid, the paper thick, the design pleasing. It is not a book for a
quick read; the secrets surface only with attention. Younger readers perhaps need the careful
leading of an adult who sees the secrets but doesn't share them too quickly .-1 im 1acobs
Voigt, Cynthia. Izzy. Willy-Nilly.

Atheneum, 1986.

ISBN 0-689-31202-4 . $14.95.

180p.

In Izzy. Willy-Nilly, Izzy hears the doctor talking about taking her leg off before she is
really conscious. Then we go back to the party she. a sophomore, went to with Marco just
because he was a senior. She didn't even like him. Her parents did not want her to go but
they didn't say she absolutely couldn't. At the party Marco got drunk. Other more
responsible people suggested taking Izzy home, but no one insisted . She, of course, wishes
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her parents hadn't let her go but she can't blame them. She wished she had let Tony take her
home but she helps him with his guilt because he had not insisted; she can't blame him.
Not only does she lose one leg below the knee, but the other leg is in a cast through most
of the book. Her best friends have trouble with the leg that isn't there. They can't talk about
it; they can't look; they feel uncomfortable; they stay away. Marco doesn't come or call.
Rosamunde, an unlikely friend for Izzy, becomes a good friend who can make her laugh,
make her confront what has happened, help her recognize true values and help her make up
her school work. She moves into Izzy's life with her incongruous clothes and frank ways-from another social class.
Izzy's brothers in college (twins), her ten year old sister, her parents and Izzy herself have
all kinds of adjustments to make and growing up to do as she has therapy, comes home, goes
back to school and begins to work on the school paper.
It's good news when Tony forgets to hand her the crutches at the end of a newspaper
session and when Jack and Joel give her a gold handled walking stick with a fencing foil
inside for Christmas, she and exclaims, "Isn't it neat?" Izzy is trying to get Rosamunde to
exercise and maybe to even get a haircut. When Izzy intervenes as Marco is making a play
for Georgie who replaced Izzy on the cheerleading squad, he calls her a bitch. She knows that
"however much Marco's intention was to hurt me, you couldn't call someone a bitch if you
just dismissed her as a cripple." She knew how important it was that she had just done for
Georgie what no one at the party had done for her. She could also look at Georgie and
understand how lovely it was when someone was young and perfect. And she knew she would
weep alone in her room that night.
It's a fine book with good parents who are really trying but who make mistakes and normal
young people with various weaknesses. People aren't perfect, but we admire them when their
best comes through, and have understanding when it doesn't. Cynthia Voigt is always worth
reading.-Elizabeth Wahlquist
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